Chapter XV: A Summer Circuit
LORD CHIEF JUSTICE JEFFREYS was drinking the waters at
Tunbridge Wells when the rebellion broke out in the West,
He was suffering from stone, and as he did not desire to
travel he made arrangements to go the Home Circuit with
Mr Justice Street. This appointment was gazetted on
July nth, and the Judges proposed to start on August 3ist
The exact date when it was decided to send a Special
Commission, with Jeffreys at the head of it, to try the rebels
in the West does not seem to be known. In the Treasury
papers the actual Commission is dated July 8th. You will
remember that Captain Oglethorpe had only arrived with
the news of the battle of Sedgemoor on Tuesday, July yth,
so that when the Special Commission was decided upon
for some reason or other the order for it was ante-dated.
Indeed, we find Jeffreys as late as July 25th receiving an
official letter about his arrangements for going the Home
Circuit.
But when the Special Commission was decided upon, and
Jeffreys was appointed to preside over it, we may be sure it
was a mission that appealed to his worst instincts, and he at
once set about making his preparations to start before the
end of August. The judges to be associated with Jeffreys
were Chief Baron Montagu and Mr Justice Levinz of the
Common Pleas, both of them men respected by the public
and the profession; and Mr Justice Wythens and Mr Baron
Wright, men of no repute, who had been jobbed on to the
Bench by the Lord Chief Justice, and were rightly regarded
as his creatures. The Chief, therefore, had a clear majority
if his respectable colleagues at any time objected to his pro-
ceedings. To their discredit we shall find that the minority
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